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NEWSLETTER - FALL 2004

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR WATER ADDITIONS TO BEGIN THIS WINTER

Construction and permitting are on track to continue adding San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission (SFPUC) System Supply water to Lake Merced starting again in December
2004. Addition of this water is part of our Lake Level Management Plan. For the next 3
years, the SFPUC will work to maintain the lake water levels between a fall low of 3 feet
and a spring high of 5 feet City Datum. 

Observations from studies conducted between 2002 and 2004 support the addition of
water as a feasible method for raising and managing water levels at Lake Merced. Spring
2004 water levels in Lake Merced have been restored to about 5 ft City Datum, primarily
through the addition of SFPUC system water. This is the highest Lake Merced water levels
have been since 1987 and is midway between the ranges of water levels that the SFPUC
has analyzed in its recent series of technical reports. During this time, the SFPUC will
monitor water quality, lake and groundwater levels, vegetation and bird populations to
access how the lake responds to this higher level. Also, the SFPUC will further work to
identify and develop a long-term supplemental water supply for Lake Merced.

CHLORAMINE WATER TREATMENT 

Recently, a public meeting raised a commonly asked question about the change of our
disinfection to chloramine.

QUESTION: I heard about the change to chloramine water treatment. Is addition of
SFPUC System Supply safe for Lake Merced?

ANSWER: Yes, SFPUC System Supply is safe for Lake Merced provided that the chlorine
is removed prior to discharge. The SFPUC will be treating the water before it is discharged
to Lake Merced to remove the chlorine.  The water will also be monitored frequently to
verify the treatment.  

                        



ENGINEERING A
HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT

This year, the SFPUC's Calvin Huey and
Johanna Wong supervised the work of an
engineering student intern from San
Francisco State University, Sheila
Sannadan.  Sheila's commitment to her
studies, and to the direct practical applica-
tion of her work at the SFPUC was
demonstrated recently at the University-
Wide Student Project Showcase at SF
STATE.

Sheila and are project partners, Alain Luu
and Abey Fassil, took first prize in the
Undergraduate Physical Science category
for their work in the design of a
Stormwater Treatment Wetland at Lake
Merced.   Their project highlights the work
done by students in addressing local envi-
ronmental issues.  

Their conceptual design provided them
with an understanding of relationship
between storm water management and
the restoration and maintenance of wet-
land areas.  The project area, Lake
Merced, is the site of a natural wetlands
project that the SFPUC is currently testing
in cooperation with the City of Daly City.
Greg Bartow, of the SFPUC, was an advi-
sor and Patrick Sweetland of the City of
Daly City provided technical guidance to
the SF STATE students.   Great job
Sheila!
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STORMWATER PILOT PROJECT 

The City of Daly City and the SFPUC will be continuing the pilot
wetlands treatment pilot project this coming winter. The project
goal is to evaluate the feasibility of using Daly City stormwater
runoff, from the Vista Grande Canal, to increase source water to
Lake Merced.  The ultimate goals include implementing Best
Management Practices to treat stormwater, increasing the water
level of the lake and potentially alleviating flood control problems
associated with peak stormwater flows adjacent to South Lake
Merced.

This pilot project was started in February 2003 and initial results
appear encouraging. 2003.

Lake Merced pilot wetlands treatment pilot project, photo shows a portion of 300 ft long
 perforated pipe that allows the treatment, and eventual discharge to Lake Merced, of up to
                  8 million gallons per day of stormwater.  All discharges are tested.

 

ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN! 

During National Stormwater Pollution Prevention Week, the
SFPUC Water Pollution Prevention Program will be hosting the
Only Rain Down the Drain! Campaign Press Conference at Lake
Merced to highlight the installation of new decaled markers for
our San Francisco storm drains and catch basins.

These “No Dumping” markers will be installed throughout San
Francisco to increase the awareness about the negative impacts
of illegal dumping on our local water bodies and on wastewater
treatment plants.

The SFPUC encourages everyone to attend our press confer-
ence and join your local elected officials in support of our cam-
paign. If you would like to attend or want additional information
please contact Tyrone Jue, SFPUC Communications, at (415)
554-3247.  

Remember to watch out for these new markers and spread the
news: Only Rain Down the Drain!  

Former SFPUC engineering student intern Sheila
Sannadan
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       1875  Lake Merced map recently found in the SFPUC archives

CalTrout and the Department of Fish and Game put on CalTrout Day at
Lake Merced, co-sponsored by the SFPUC. Hundreds of people turned out 

    on Saturday, April 24, 2004 to participate in a day devoted to the return of
                       organzied youth fishing at Lake Merced.  

RECYCLED WATER 
MASTER PLAN UPDATE

The City and County of San Francisco is preparing a
Recycled Water Master Plan Update to provide guid-
ance for implementation of recycled water projects in
the city.

The development of recycled water will help San
Francisco meet its long-term water supply needs by
increasing overall water supply reliability.  In addition,
this project will help preserve the high-quality Hetch
Hetchy water supply for drinking purposes, and replace
groundwater currently being used for irrigation.

The Recycled Water Master Plan Update will build upon
the recycled water plan and studies developed in the
city in the 1990s, and will consider new technologies as
well as potential new markets for recycled water.

Funding for this project is included in the Capital
Improvement Program approved by San Francisco citi-
zens in 2002.  

The city is aiming to complete the Recycled Water
Master Plan Update in 2006 so that construction of recy-
cled water projects can begin.

Throughout the process, the city will meet with the pub-
lic to ensure that community issues and concerns are
considered in the development of the Recycled Water
Master Plan Update.

A public workshop has been scheduled to discuss the
Recycled Water Market Assessment, and the Existing
Facilities Assessment - two studies that are currently
being conducted.

These background studies will identify where the poten-
tial uses of recycled water are in the city, and how much
the use would be.  The studies will also determine if
there are any existing facilities that can be used as part
of a recycled water project to reduce the cost of building
new facilities, and minimize disruption.

Public workshop information:  

Thursday, October 21, 2004
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
City and County of San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
Room 201

WEST NILE VIRUS  

The SFPUC, SF Environment, Department of Public
Health, Recreation & Park Department and Department
of Public Works are working together on Fight the Bite
San Francisco, a campaign to educate the public about
causes and symptoms of West Nile Virus and methods
to prevent the virus from spreading.

West Nile Virus is spread from migrating birds to mos-
quitoes, which can transmit it to humans through mos-
quito bites. Illness in humans is rare, but its symptoms
and consequences can be severe. Symptoms can
include fever, stiff neck, confusion or muscle weakness.
People experiencing these symptoms are encouraged
to see a doctor immediately. 

A new website, http://www.sfmosquito.org, provides
detailed information about the campaign.  The website
contains useful information about West Nile Virus, meth-
ods to avoid mosquito bites and useful links to local,
state and federal websites containing information about
the virus. 

        



DRAFT NORTH WESTSIDE
GROUNDWATER BASIN
MANAGEMENT PLAN
UPDATE

The public comment period for this docu-
ment was extended an additional 30-days
to allow for additional comments. By
extending the public comment period on
this draft plan we were able to engage a
broader audience in the process. We
have received a total of 5 comment letters
and the comments are being evaluated
and we will make changes to the plan
upon the completion of that evaluation. 

Groundwater Public Workshop

Wednesday, October 13
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Library at A.P. Giannini Middle School
3151 Ortega Street, San Francisco

LAKE LEVEL MANAGEMENT PLAN

In July 2004 the SFPUC circulated a draft Lake Level
Management Plan  for public comment.  The Lake Level
Management Plan was prepared as a road map for raising lake
levels and monitoring the impacts to the lake and shoreline ecol-
ogy.   The Plan is divided into an "interim period" from 2004 to
2007 and a "long-term period" from 2008 onwards. During the
interim period, the SFPUC will work to maintain the lake water
levels between a fall low of 3 feet and a spring high of 5 feet
City Datum. For reference the Spring 2004 level was about 5
feet City Datum. 

The Draft Plan proposed a long-term target lake level of
between 6 and 9 feet City Datum. However, based on public
comments at our SFPUC Workshop on July 20, 2004 and on
written public comments, we are re-evaluating the need of the
SFPUC to set a long-term target lake level at this time and
expect to recommend that selection of the long-term target level
be postponed until late 2006.  Postponing the selection of the
long-term target level will allow additional time to complete moni-
toring studies and complete our evaluation of supplemental
water sources for the lake. 

The public comment period on the Draft Lake Level
Management Plan closed on August 13, 2004 and we are
preparing written responses and intend to circulate the respons-
es and a revised Plan in late September 2004. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please visit http:// lakemerced.sfwater.org or call Suzanne
Gautier at (415) 554-3296.

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
1155 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94013

            


