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For immediate release



February 4, 2005
Media Contact:  Tony Winnicker  (415)554-3289

New SFPUC Study Shows Potential Risk of Lead, Arsenic Release from Rising Lake Merced Water Levels at Gun Club Land

Study Confirms No Current Threat to Public Health but Likely Need for Cleanup, Mitigation before Effort to Restore Lake Level Can Proceed

San Francisco, CA:  Ongoing efforts to restore water levels at Lake Merced risk future release of lead and arsenic currently contained within shoreline soils near the Pacific Rod & Gun Club, according to a draft report commissioned by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) and released today.  The study details the results of a voluntary investigation on the environmental risk of lead shot and associated chemicals at the Pacific Rod and Gun Club.  The Pacific Rod and Gun Club leases 14 acres of city-owned property on the shore of Lake Merced.  The study was done in coordination with SFPUC’s efforts to restore Lake Merced to evaluate whether raising water levels and inundating a portion of the Pacific Rod and Gun Club property could potentially create adverse human or ecological risk. The results of the study suggest that remedial action or further studies may be needed to evaluate the potential for release of lead and arsenic into the Lake Merced prior to further inundation of the shoreline. The new investigation indicates that there is currently no risk to fish or to people consuming recreationally caught fish from Lake Merced.

“While there’s no imminent threat, we are indeed concerned about the findings of this study and the potential for lead or arsenic release from restoring Lake Merced water levels,” said Susan Leal, General Manager of the SFPUC.  “Now we will move forward to safely evaluate what steps we must take to protect the public health and the Lake Merced ecosystem for the future.”

SFPUC conducted comprehensive investigations in 1993 and the California Department of Fish and Game found that the risk of lead uptake by waterfowl was low. However, this new report indicates that there are two scenarios of potential concern if the lake is raised above its current level. 

One scenario is that lead and arsenic in shoreline soils could dissolve into the lake water at levels above drinking water standards. Samples of water at Lake Merced in 2004 including water samples immediately offshore of the Pacific Rod and Gun Club did not contain arsenic or lead at levels above drinking water standards, nor has Lake Merced been used as a drinking water supply since 1929, indicating there is no immediate cause for concern. However, leachability studies on soils that would be inundated show the potential for the release of these chemicals into lake water at concentrations above drinking water standards.  The SFPUC expressed concern about this finding and plans to conduct additional studies.

The second scenario is that lead could potentially cause localized impacts to sediment-dwelling species (such as clams and worms) that would occupy the newly inundated area.  The SFPUC also expressed concern about this scenario and will conduct additional studies. 

SFPUC’s experts indicate that cleanup, capping, or soil treatment may potentially be warranted to allow lake levels to be raised safely.  The draft report is available at www.sfwater.org. The SFPUC welcomes comments on this report.  Comments submitted to sgautier@sfwater.org , or by mail to Suzanne Gautier, SFPUC Communications, 1155 Market, 11th Floor, San Francisco, 94103, will be considered as revisions to the draft are made.  The comment period continues until March 1, 2005. 

Background:

The investigation evaluated a wide range of human health and ecological scenarios.  These included consuming recreationally caught fish from Lake Merced, inhaling wind blown soil, drinking the lake water, consuming wild blackberries that grow on the Pacific Rod and Gun Club site, lead pellet ingestion by waterfowl, and lead uptake by fish and sediment-dwelling species.  Based on this evaluation, only two of these future scenarios were identified as being of potential concern (i.e., lead and arsenic leaching into the lake water at levels above drinking water standards or potentially cause localized impacts to sediment-dwelling species).

History

· 1928 – Pacific Rod and Gun Club begins operation

· 1985-1986 - Cleanup of lead by dredging resulted in the removal of 128 tons of lead shot

· 1991 – CA Regional Water Quality Control Board requests lead investigation 

· 1993 - SFPUC comprehensive study of over 100 samples from onshore soil and offshore sediment plants, clams, did not find a need for further cleanup. 

· 1994 – Use of lead shot prohibited

· 1995  - CA Dept of Fish and Game found that the risk of lead uptake by waterfowl was low.

· 2004 – SFPUC initiates voluntary study
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